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the Russian civil war. At the Third Congress in June, 1920, Mikhail
Kalinin himself appeared to greet the convention, and Georgi
Chicherin told the members of the Congress that "the Chinese
Soviet Republic will be the closest ally of the Russian Republic."
The Congress passed a resolution inviting Sun Yat-sen to Moscow
and elected a "Central Executive Committee" of Chinese workers
living in Russia.

In January, 1922, an international conference of "revolutionary
organizations of the Far East" was staged. There were representa-
tives of China, Korea, Japan, India, Java, Mongolia, and the Rus-
sian Far East among its 148 delegates. Grigori Zinoviev, the head
of the Comintern, and Sen Katayama, veteran leader of Japanese
revolutionaries, were among the speakers at this conference.

At the height of the civil war in Russia, the Soviet Foreign Office
addressed a note to the Chinese Central Government which, in a
sense, contained the entire Soviet program for agreement with
China. It summarized the idealistic and anti-imperialist premises of
early Bolshevism. This note was of unique historical interest:

. . . We are inarching to free the people from the yoke of military
force, of foreign money, which is crushing the life and the people of the
East, and principally tie people of China . . .

The Government of Workers and Peasants has therefore declared null
and void all the secret treaties concluded with Japan, China, and the
former Allies. The treaties were to enable the Russian Tsarist Govern-
ment and its allies to enslave the people of the East and principally the
people of China ...

[We promise] to give back to the Chinese people all the power and
authority which were obtained by the Government of the Tsar by
entering into understandings with Japan and the Allies . .". The
Soviet Government has renounced all the conquests made by the
Tsarist Government which took away from China Manchuria and
other territories. The population of these territories shall decide for
themselves to which country they would like to belong . . . The
Soviet Government gives up the indemnities payable by China for the
insurrection of the Boxers in 1900 . . . No authority or court of law
whatever shall be allowed to exist in China except the authority and
court of law of the Chinese people.1

i. Soviet note of JnJy 15,1919*